Merry Christmas! I pray that you are safe, warm and ready to worship the Lord today. This devotion can be done individually or as a family. It is appropriate for all ages.
Begin your devotions today by reading the following passage (read it aloud if in a group)… 

Luke 2:8-20

8 And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping watch over their flocks at night. 9 An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. 10 But the angel said to them, "Do not be afraid. I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the people. 11 Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is Christ the Lord. 12 This will be a sign to you: You will find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger." 

13 Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared with the angel, praising God and saying, 

14 "Glory to God in the highest,

and on earth peace to men on whom his favor rests." 

15 When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, "Let's go to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has told us about." 

16 So they hurried off and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby, who was lying in the manger. 17 When they had seen him, they spread the word concerning what had been told them about this child, 18 and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds said to them. 19 But Mary treasured up all these things and pondered them in her heart. 20 The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all the things they had heard and seen, which were just as they had been told. (NIV)
Remember…

Shepherding was a dirty job. Judaism had strict regulations for hand washing and bathing – a shepherd was nowhere near a sink or a bathtub. They actually lived in the fields – sometimes in caves. They were outsiders to religious life in Israel. 

Ironically, this industry provided the sacred sacrifices so necessary to religious life in Israel yet the workers and the job were considered unclean. 

In an awesome display, God chose to announce the birth of the King of kings and the Lord of lords to shepherds. 
Discussion questions

1. Why do you think the shepherds were terrified when the angel appeared? 

2. What do you imagine the “glory of the Lord” was like? 
3. Why do you think God sent the “heavenly host” to a band of shepherds?

4. What did the shepherds do as a result of God’s word to them? 

· (17) they spread the word concerning what had been told them about this child
· (20) The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all the things they had heard and seen
5. Name someone that you can “spread the word concerning what has been told you about this child.”
6. What are some reasons to “glorify and praise God for all the things you have heard and seen.”
I am really looking forward to being together again as a church family on Christmas Eve. May God bless you as you worship Him today.

· Pastor Tim

